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Life Before Platforms

Coffee Cup Editor for CMS
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Menu Builder
Embedded 
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Free Blog Host

Free Bulletin

Board

Spam -friendly 

form submission 

scripts



Reinventing The Wheel

Watch me code!
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Toughest Jobs

ÅDefining SharePoint

ÅComparing SharePoint to
competitive platforms

ÅLearning the terminology



Terminology 101

Å Feature
ï A feature is a package of Windows SharePoint Services elements that can be 

activated for a specific scope and that helps users accomplish a particular goal 
or task. -MSDN

Å List
ï9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƛǎǘΧƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƭƛǎǘǎΣ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎΣ ŦƻǊƳ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎΣ 

Announcements, Calendars, etc.

Å Web Part 
ï Server ςǎƛŘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ǌǳƴ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǇŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ άōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ōƭƻŎƪǎέ ƻŦ 

pages in WSS 

Å Event Handler 
ï Piece of code that is ran when an item is added, updated, deleted,  etc. 

Å Site Collection
ï SPSite, collection of SharePoint sites

Å Site
ï SPWeb, Individual SharePoint web site



When the requirements call for it

ÅNot a brochure site

ÅAuthentication and search required

ÅCollaboration features are a selling point

ÅDoes not have to be a large-scale project



When you need self-service

ÅWeb Parts (re-usability)

ÅAlerts

ÅRSS

ÅRecycle Bin

ÅMy Site

ïConnecting with peers

ïPublishing



When you need personalization

CǊƻƳ ŀ ǿŜōƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ

ÅTargeted content

CǊƻƳ ŀ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ

ÅAbility to customize look and feel



When you need workflow

ÅBased on Workflow Foundation

ÅAdditional features

ïSharePoint front-end

ïDocument libraries and task lists

ïWorkflow history lists



When you want flexible development options

ÅWeb Parts

ÅObject model

ÅWeb services

ÅSeparation of development roles

ïGUI expert, workflow developer, reports and 
queries, event handlers

ÅVarying levels of experience on a project team



When you want to focus on the business 
requirements instead of the framework

ÅDo not worry about how someone will find 
your application or how it integrates with the 
security model

ÅEliminate the headache of external content 
repositories



When you want consistency in your 
organization or client base

ÅCommon user interface

ÅVocabulary

ÅStandardized code base



When you want to take advantage of 
the inherent features of that platform

ÅCollaboration

ÅPortal

ÅContent Management

ÅSearch

ÅBusiness Intelligence

ÅForms and Business Processes



When you want to offset the cost of 
development

ÅMore time spent in the planning and design 
stages should surface more out-of-the-box 
features [that should save time later]

ÅOut-of-the-box features should reduce the 
cost of custom software development

ÅDeveloper focus should shift immediately to 
the business needs and extending the out-of-
the-box features



When you need SOA

ÅWeb services expose SharePoint content

ÅSharePoint as a SOA consumer provides the 
user interface via XML and page viewer web 
parts ςIntranetJournal.com, March 2006, Rob Bogue



When you need composite 
applications

ÅDashboards, Mash-ups

ÅBusiness Data Catalog

ÅAll levels of your organization



When you need composite 
applications

ERP

CRM
Legacy 

Systems
Middleware



When you need composite 
applications

ERP

CRM

Legacy 
Systems

SharePoint



When you need Single Sign On

ÅMultiple built-in authentication options

ÅSupport for third-party authentication 
providers

ÅBuilt-in SSO provider

ÅManages credentials for other apps on your 
intranet



When you need off-line support of 
your data

Office Integration

ÅImporting/exporting lists from/to excel

ÅLinked tables with Access

ÅCalendar/Task List integration with Outlook



When you need to equip your power 
users

ÅSharePoint Designer

ïCustom queries with Data Form Web Part

ïSimple workflows

ÅInfoPath

ïSimple forms ςreally! 



When your culture allows for it

ÅUser acceptance is key

ÅLarge implementations are going to take a 
team of both IT and line of business users

ÅMay require a paradigm shift

ÅSmall, quick wins where possible



²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά/ƭƻǳŘέ



When a development community is 
important to you

ÅBlogs and forums

ÅCommunity video tutorials

ÅUser Groups

ÅCodePlex

ÅCommercial/Open Source Features and Web 
Parts



When you are ready to stop dating 
around and marry the right platform

ÅUp to 92% satisfaction rating in the categories 
of functionality, end user experience, total 
cost of ownership and end user acceptance

ÅUp to 59% of all companies are projected to 
have SharePoint or an equivalent platform by 
the end of this year and that number is 
projected to increase 19% between 2009 and 
2011



When you want to specialize in your 
ŎŀǊŜŜǊΧŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ

Å[ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ Φb9¢ ƛǎ ŀ ōƛƎ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪƛƴƎΧƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 
.NET as it applies to SharePoint provides more 
focus



When you want to build your resume

ÅDice: 1,122 results posted in last 30 days



When you need auditing and 
retention policies

ÅAuditing

ïOut of the box with MOSS

ïEnabled through custom code in WSS
Åhttp://sharepointblog.kellerschroeder.com

ïLog just the events you need for what lists are of 
interest to you

ÅDocument retention

ïDevelop/customize workflows for content 
retention and disposal

http://sharepointblog.kellerschroeder.com/


²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ άtŀǇŜǊƭŜǎǎέ

ÅEmail enabled document libraries

ÅInfoPath Integration

ÅWorkflows

ÅCustom Event Handlers



When you want a RIA

ÅSilverlight

ïContent Editor Web Part

ïSilverPart Web Part

Åhttp://www.codeplex.com/silverpart



Questions?


